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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and computer program product for optimizing vir-
tual storage in a virtual computer system including at least
one virtual machine, each virtual machine being associated
with one or more virtual disks. A target set of virtual machines
among the virtual machines comprised in the virtual com-
puter system is determined based on information related to
the virtual machines and on shrinking constraints. For each
virtual machine in the target set of virtual machines, each
virtual disk associated with the virtual machine is identified.
Furthermore, for each virtual disk associated with the virtual
machine, the following occurs: the virtual disk is analyzed, a
virtual disk saving quantity based on the virtual disk analysis
is estimated, a resized virtual disk based on the estimated
virtual disk saving quantity is generated, and the current
virtual disk is replaced with the resized virtual disk.
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1
OPTIMIZING VIRTUAL STORAGE SIZE IN A
VIRTUAL COMPUTER SYSTEM BASED ON
INFORMATION RELATED TO VIRTUAL
MACHINES, USER INPUTS AND/OR
CONFIGURATION PARAMETERS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)
from European Patent Application No. 09179593.0, filed on
Dec. 17, 2009, the contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to computer sys-
tems, and more particularly, to a method and system for
resizing virtual storage in a virtual computer environment.

BACKGROUND

Virtualization technologies have become prevalent in the
IT market place and in cloud computing industries. Virtual-
ization allows one to run multiple virtual machines on the
same host platform, each virtual machine being capable of
supporting and executing its own operating system and appli-
cations. A “virtual machine” may be thought of as a “virtual”
(software) implementation of a physical processing device.
While virtualization techniques used to create one or more
virtual machines on a physical computer present an efficient
use of hardware resources, it may also create various chal-
lenges for operating efficiency. One such challenge relates to
management of virtual disks. A virtual machine is typically
composed of one of more virtual disks used to store the guest
operating system, application programs and application data.
The virtual disks are stored as files on the host computer or on
a remote storage device, and appear to the guest operating
system as standard disk drives. Activating the virtual machine
and working with it can increase the size of the virtual disks,
especially if new software is provisioned. However, if new
software is removed from a virtual disk, the virtual disk is not
automatically resized. Accordingly, disk resources in the vir-
tual computer system may be wasted and the performance of
the virtual machine itself may be degraded.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In one embodiment of the present invention, a computer
program product embodied in a computer readable storage
medium for optimizing virtual storage size in a virtual com-
puter system comprising at least one virtual machine, each of
the at least one virtual machine being allocated one or more
virtual disks, the computer program product comprises the
programming instructions for determining a target set of vir-
tual machines among the at least one virtual machine com-
prised in the virtual computer system based on information
related to the at least one virtual machine and on shrinking
constraints. For each virtual machine in the target set of
virtual machines, the computer program product further com-
prises the programming instructions for identifying each vir-
tual disk allocated to the virtual machine. For each virtual
disk allocated to the virtual machine, the computer program
product additionally comprises the programming instructions
for: analyzing the virtual disk, estimating a virtual disk saving
quantity based on the virtual disk analysis, generating a
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2

resized virtual disk based on the estimated virtual disk saving
quantity, and replacing the virtual disk with the resized virtual
disk.

Another form of the embodiment of the computer program
product described above is in a system.

The foregoing has outlined rather generally the features
and technical advantages of one or more embodiments of the
present invention in order that the detailed description of the
present invention that follows may be better understood.
Additional features and advantages of the present invention
will be described hereinafter which may form the subject of
the claims of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described by way of example with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings in which like references denote similar ele-
ments, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a high-level view of a shrinking engine for per-
forming disk shrinking in a virtual computing system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an exemplary imple-
mentation of a virtual disk shrinking engine according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method for shrinking virtual disks
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method for shrinking virtual disks
in accordance with another embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method for analyzing a virtual
disk in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a shrinking engine 10 for performing disk
shrinking in a virtual computing system 100, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the shrinking engine 10 is provided for
resizing virtual disks 12 in the virtual computing system 100
based on information related to the virtual machines 11.

In the present description, the term “shrinking” is used to
designate the operation consisting in reducing the size of the
physical file that contains a virtual disk.

The virtual computer system 100 includes one or more
virtual machines 11 (VM1, ..., VMn). Each virtual machine
11 in the virtual computer system 100 represents a software
abstraction of a physical computer system that is installed as
a “guest” on a “host” hardware platform 15. The host hard-
ware platform 15 may include one or more processors,
memory, storage devices, disk drives, and network connec-
tion devices for transfer of data between the system and a
network, such as the Internet. In one embodiment, the com-
ponents of virtual computer system 100 execute on host hard-
ware platform 15. In particular, these components may be
loaded into memory for execution by a processor in the host
hardware platform 15.

Even if the shrinking engine 10 is shown as separated from
the virtual computer system 100, the skilled person in the art
will easily understand that the shrinking engine 10 may be
totally or partially included in the computer system 100.

Each virtual machine 11 includes a guest operating system
113, guest applications 111 running on the guest operating
system 113, and virtual hardware 112 which represents a
hardware state of the virtual machine. Virtual hardware 112
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refers to the hardware resources allocated to the virtual
machine 11 and is mapped to hardware platform 15. The
virtual hardware 112 comprises one or more virtual disks 12.
The virtual disks 12 comprise the operating system files and
any other applications and/or data installed on the system.
From a guest operating system point of view, each virtual disk
12 is seen as a hard disk. The virtual hardware 112 also
comprises one or more virtual CPUs, a virtual system
memory, and may further comprise various virtual devices for
which the guest operating system 113 may include corre-
sponding drivers. All of the components of the virtual
machine may be implemented in software using known tech-
niques to emulate the corresponding physical system compo-
nents.

Each application 111 and the guest operating system 113
behave as if they were running on their own real computer.
Executable files are accessed by the guest OS 113 from the
virtual disks 12 or the virtual memory of virtual hardware 112
that represent portions of the actual physical disk or memory
allocated to the virtual machine 11. Once an application is
installed within the virtual machine 11, the guest OS 113
retrieves files from the virtual disks 12 as if they were stored
by a conventional application installation mechanism.

The virtual computer system 100 further comprises a
hypervisor 13 also known as a Virtual Machine Monitor for
managing the virtual machines 11. The hypervisor 13 forms a
layer of system software that runs under the guest operating
systems 113 of the virtual machines 11.

In particular, the hypervisor 13 runs between the virtual
machines 11 and the underlying hardware platform 15 which
is responsible for actually executing virtual machine instruc-
tions and transferring data to and from the actual memory and
storage devices. Although only one hypervisor 13 is shown,
the skilled person will readily understand that each virtual
machine 11 in the virtual computer system 100 may include
its own hypervisor 13.

In accordance with certain embodiments of the invention,
the hypervisor 13 can be coupled to the shrinking engine 10 to
resize the virtual disks 12 based on information related to the
virtual machines 11 and on shrinking constraints. Alterna-
tively, the shrinking engine 10 may be part of the hypervisor
13.

The shrinking engine 10 is configured to receive informa-
tion related to the virtual machines 11 and shrinking con-
straints (user inputs and/or configuration parameters), and
analyze the virtual disks 12 in the virtual computer system
100 based on the received information. The shrinking engine
10 then estimates a disk saving quantity, resulting from the
virtual disk analysis, and resizes the virtual disks 12 based on
the estimated disk saving quantity.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the
shrinking engine 10, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

The shrinking engine 10 comprises a virtual disk optimi-
zation unit 102 for retrieving information about the virtual
machines 11 included in the virtual computer system 100,
such as virtual machine state information, identification of the
virtual disks 12 composing each virtual machine 11, etc. The
information may be retrieved from a virtual machine reposi-
tory 103 coupled to the virtual disk optimization unit 102
through suitable communication means. For example, the
virtual machine repository 103 can be implemented using a
relational database communicating with the virtual disk opti-
mization unit 102 through the database driver used by the
client to connect to the database server of repository 103, or
according to yet another example, in Java implementations of
the present invention (Java and all Java-based marks are a
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trademark or registered trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc,
in the United States and other countries at the time of the filing
of the present patent application), the virtual disk optimiza-
tion unit 102 could be coupled with the database server of the
virtual machine repository 103 using a Java Database Con-
nectivity (JDBC) driver that communicates via TCP/IP with
the database server of the virtual machine repository 103.

The virtual machine repository 103 contains information
about the hosts and the virtual machines 11. The repository
103 may include, for example, for each virtual machine 11:

the virtual machine status,

the virtual machine name,

the number of virtual disks included in the virtual machine,

For each virtual disk comprised in the virtual machine,

some historical data related to how the size of the virtual
disks vary overtime, and

For each virtual disk, the access permissions for the disk.

The virtual disk optimization unit 102 is further provided to
coordinate the other components included in the shrinking
engine 10 to perform virtual disk optimization. The virtual
disk optimization unit 102 can run locally on the host or
remotely.

The virtual disk optimization unit 102 is in particular
adapted to provide the information maintained in the reposi-
tory 103 to the other components of the shrinking engine 10 in
order to determine when an optimization operation has to be
started and toward which virtual machines 11 (target virtual
machines). When it determines that a shrinking operation is to
be performed, the virtual disk optimization unit 102 further
orchestrates the cooperation of the shrinking engine compo-
nents to achieve the shrinking operation.

The shrinking engine 10 further includes a virtual com-
puter system manager 106 for managing all the virtual
machines 11 in the virtual computer system 100 and store the
collected information about the managed virtual machines 11
in the virtual machine repository 103. In the embodiments
where the virtual disk optimization unit 102 runs remotely on
the host, the virtual disk optimization unit 102 may be further
connected to the virtual computer system manager 106
through suitable communication means, such as through the
TPC/IP protocol, for example using HT TP requests.

The virtual computer system manager 106 has knowledge
of all the virtual machines 11 defined in the system and
manages the information stored in the virtual machine reposi-
tory 103. The virtual computer system manager 106 may
further interact with the hypervisor 13 to retrieve all the
needed information to populate the virtual machine reposi-
tory 103, such as the list of virtual machines 11, the associated
disks, the disk sizes, etc.

The shrinking engine 10 also comprises a virtual disk man-
ager 105 for managing access to the virtual disks 12 through
the virtual computer system manager 106.

The shrinking engine 10 is further provided with a virtual
disk shrinking unit 104 for identifying the virtual disks 12 that
require shrinking (target virtual disks) and analyzing the vir-
tual disks 12 based on information related to the virtual
machines 11 in the virtual computer system 100 (stored in
repository 103), and shrinking the identified virtual disks 12
based on the virtual disk analysis. The virtual disk shrinking
unit 104 calculates an estimated disk saving quantity based on
the analysis results and performs the shrinking based on the
estimated disk saving quantity. To resize the virtual disks 12,
the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 may also take into account
shrinking constraints (user inputs and/or configuration
parameters).

The shrinking unit 104 is adapted to access the file systems
where virtual disks 12 are stored. The virtual disk shrinking
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unit 104 is further coupled to the virtual disk optimization unit
102 to receive information about the virtual machines 11
comprised in the virtual computer system 100.

The shrinking constraints defined by user inputs and/or
configuration parameters are handled by the virtual disk opti-
mization unit 102. The virtual disk optimization unit 102 is
adapted to provide the shrinking constraints to the compo-
nents of the shrinking engine 10 so that they can adapt their
behavior according to the values of the shrinking constraints.

The shrinking constraints may be specified by the user or
the system administrator through a suitable administrative
user interface. The shrinking constraints may include a first
set of constraints consisting of a number of parameters and/or
rules that may be used by the shrinking engine 10 to trigger
the shrinking operations in accordance with certain embodi-
ments of the present invention, such as, for example, a sched-
uling frequency parameter for the periodic execution of the
virtual disk shrinking operations. These constraints may also
include a second set of constraints comprising parameters
and/or rules that may be used by the shrinking engine 10 to
determine a target set of virtual machines including one or
more virtual machines 11 that are to be shrunk, in accordance
with certain embodiments of the present invention. The sec-
ond set of constraints may include information for identifying
atarget set of virtual machines statically specified by the user.
Alternatively, the second set of constraints may include infor-
mation and predefined rules that may be used by the virtual
disk shrinking unit 104 to dynamically compute the target set
of'virtual machines, such as conditions related to the usage of
the disk space and its variations. For example, the virtual disk
shrinking unit 104 may determine that a particular virtual disk
12 needs to be shrunk (marked as target virtual disk) because
from the analysis of the disk, it is determined that the physical
size of the virtual disk 12 is much larger than the virtual size
of the disk, and disk variations are infrequent.

In certain embodiments of the present invention, the
shrinking constraints are maintained in a shrinking constraint
repository 101 managed by the virtual disk optimization unit
102. The shrinking constraint repository 101 may be imple-
mented as an internal repository, for example, through a con-
figuration file such as an Extensible Markup Language
(XML) file. The shrinking constraints may be configured and
updated by the user through an administrative interface that
the virtual disk optimization unit 102 provides. Such an inter-
face may be a graphical interface or a command line interface.

The components of the shrinking engine 10 cooperate to
orchestrate the monitoring and the analysis of the virtual
machines 11 available in the virtual computer system 100,
taking into account a number of information related to the
available virtual machines 11 such as their availability, their
usage, the frequency of varying disk-space conditions. The
shrinking engine 10 may further interact with the virtual
computer system 100 to deactivate a given virtual machine 11
before starting the optimization process on this virtual
machine 11, to ensure exclusive access to this machine 11
during the whole optimization process. When the optimiza-
tion process is completed on this machine 11, the shrinking
engine 10 will then reactivate the virtual machine 11.

In FIG. 2, each virtual machine 11 such as VM1 or VMn is
shown as being associated with a unique virtual disk 12, such
as respectively Virtual Disk 1 and Virtual Disk n, for illustra-
tive purposes. The skilled person in the art will easily under-
stand that alternatively, each virtual machine 11 can include
more than one virtual disk 12.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method 300 for shrinking virtual
disks according to an embodiment of the present invention.
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According to this embodiment of the present invention, the
target set of virtual machines is determined independently of
the virtual disk features.

The virtual disk shrinking process (also referred to as
“optimization process” in the present description) may be
triggered by the user or the system administrator. Alterna-
tively, it may be triggered periodically according to a pre-
defined scheduling frequency using the first set of constraints
in the shrinking constraint repository 101 (FIG. 2). According
to yet another embodiment of the invention, the virtual disk
shrinking process may be dynamically triggered based on the
reception of special events generated in the computer system.
For example the shrinking engine 10 (FIGS. 1 and 2) may
provide a command line interface to be used to notify it that a
specific event has occurred.

Referring to FIG. 3, in conjunction with FIGS. 1-2, in step
301, the virtual disk optimization unit 102 retrieves informa-
tion about the hosts, the virtual machines 11 available in the
virtual computer system 100 and their virtual disks 12 from
repository 103 and the shrinking constraints stored in the
shrinking constraint repository 101. The information
retrieved from repository 103 may include the list of virtual
machines 11 and for each virtual machine 11, the list of virtual
disks 12, as well as data related to the virtual disk usage.

In step 302, the virtual disk shrinking engine 10 determines
a target set of virtual machines 11 in the virtual computer
system 100 to which the shrinking operations are to be
applied. The target set of virtual machines 11 may have been
defined statically by the user (stored in the shrinking con-
straint repository), or alternatively, it may be computed by the
virtual disk shrinking unit 104 based on the shrinking con-
straints defined in the shrinking constraint repository 101 and
the information related to the status of the virtual machines 11
asretrieved in step 301. For example, it may apply a rule, such
as selecting in the target set of virtual machines 11, the virtual
machines 11 being in an inactive state among the virtual
machines 11 available in the virtual computer system 100.

In step 303, for each virtual machine 11 in the target set of
virtual machines 11 identified in step 302, the virtual disk
optimization unit 102 identifies the associated virtual disks
12. In certain embodiments of the invention, priority infor-
mation may be maintained in repository 103 and retrieved in
step 302, and step 303 may use this priority information to
sort the virtual machines 11 belonging to the target set and
process them according to this ordering.

In step 304, for each virtual disk 12 identified in step 303,
the virtual disk optimization unit 102 sends a request for
accessing the identified virtual disk 12 to the virtual disk
manager 105. Depending on the profile of the user/adminis-
trator that started the shrinking process, the access to a given
virtual disk 12 may not be granted. The virtual disk manager
105 may retrieve access information from repository 103. For
example, each user/administrator may only have access to a
subset of the virtual disks 12 available in the computer sys-
tem. The virtual disk manager 105 may grant or deny access
according to the profile of the user that is starting the shrink-
ing process and to the permissions associated to the virtual
disks 12 that are to be optimized. Additionally, the virtual disk
manager 105 may also grant or deny access depending on the
number of current accesses to the virtual disks 12 (ensuring
for example that no more than one entity is accessing a given
disk in exclusive mode), or depending on whether the virtual
disk 12 is already being processed by the shrinking engine 10.

In step 305, a determination is made by the virtual disk
manager 105 as to whether access to the virtual disk 12 is
allowed.
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If access is not granted, then, the next virtual disk 12 is
processed by repeating step 304 for the next virtual disk 12.

If, however, the virtual disk manager 105 determines that
access to the virtual disk 12 is allowed, then, in step 306,
virtual disk shrinking unit 104 disconnects the current virtual
disk 12 if'the virtual machine 11 using the virtual disk 12 is in
an active state. To disconnect the virtual disk 12 from the
virtual machine 11, the virtual machine 11 is powered off.

In step 307, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 analyzes the
virtual disk 12 to estimate the available disk space inside the
virtual disk 12 (estimate the available disk space parameter
USED_INTERNAL_SIZE as discussed further below in con-
nection with FIG. 5).

In step 308, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 estimates a
disk saving quantity based on the available disk space param-
eter USED_INTERNAL_SIZE estimated in step 307. More
specifically, the disk saving quantity is computed as the dif-
ference between the virtual disk size VD_SIZE and the avail-
able disk space parameter USED_INTERNAIL _SIZE.

In step 309, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 then calcu-
lates the virtual disk size of the shrunk virtual disk based on
the estimated disk saving quantity.

Step 309 is performed using a shrinking mechanism
depending on the virtualization technology. For example, for
VMware virtualization technology (VMware is a registered
trademark or trademark of VMware, Inc. in the United States
and/or other jurisdictions), the following steps may be per-
formed to shrink the virtual disk:

mounting the virtual disk on the host operating system

where the virtual disk shrinking unit is running using, for
example, the command line vmware-mount M:
“myVm.vmdk” where “M:” designates the name of the
drive where the disk is attached and “myVm.vmdk”
designates the name of the physical file containing the
virtual disk,

triggering the wiping operation,

unmounting the disk from the host operating system, and

actually shrinking the disk.

In step 310, the current virtual disk 12 is finally replaced
with the shrunk virtual disk in virtual computer system 100.

In step 311, the virtual disk 12 is reconnected to the virtual
machine 11 (when the disk 12 is reconnected to the virtual
machine 11, the virtual machine 11 may be powered-on
again) and then the virtual disk manager 105 is requested to
restore former access. In step 311, the shrinking unit 104
notifies the virtual disk manager 105 that it has finished work-
ing on the virtual disk 12. In this way, the virtual disk manager
105 is informed that the disk 12 is not used anymore and may
grant the permission to access it to another entity that requests
it.

In step 312, a determination is made as to whether there are
other virtual disks 12 that have not yet been processed. If there
are other virtual disks 12 to be processed, then the next virtual
disk 12 is processed by repeating step 304 for the next virtual
disk 12.

If, however, all the virtual disks 12 of the virtual machine
11 have been processed, then, in step 313, a determination is
made as to whether there are other virtual machines 11 in the
target set of virtual machines 11 that have not been processed.
Ifthere are other virtual machines 11 in the target set of virtual
machines 11 that have not been processed, then the virtual
disk optimization unit 102 identifies the virtual disks 12 asso-
ciated with the next virtual machine 11 in the target set of
virtual machines 11 in step 303.

If, however, all the virtual machines 11 in the target set of
virtual machines 11 have been processed, then the shrinking
operations are terminated in step 314.
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Method 300 may include other and/or additional steps that,
for clarity, are not depicted. Further, method 300 may be
executed in a different order presented and the order pre-
sented in the discussion of FIG. 3 is illustrative. Additionally,
certain steps in method 300 may be executed in a substantially
simultaneous manner or may be omitted.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method 400 for shrinking virtual
disks 12 (FIGS. 1 and 2) according to another embodiment of
the present invention. According to this embodiment of the
present invention, the target set of virtual machines 11 is
determined based on conditions related to the virtual disk
features.

Referring to FIG. 4, in conjunction with FIGS. 1-3, in step
401, the constraints maintained in the shrinking constraint
repository 101 are retrieved by the virtual disk optimization
unit 102, as in step 301.

In step 402, the virtual disk optimization unit 102 retrieves
information about the hosts, the virtual machines 11 available
in the virtual computer system 100 and their virtual disks 12,
as in step 301.

In step 403, the list of the virtual machines 11 defined in the
environment is retrieved.

For each virtual machine identified in step 403, the virtual
disk optimization unit 102 identifies the associated virtual
disks 12 in step 404. Similarly to step 303, priority informa-
tion may be retrieved from repository 103 and used to sort the
virtual machines 11 identified in step 403 and process them
accordingly.

In step 405, for each virtual disk identified in step 404, the
virtual disk optimization unit 102 requests access to the iden-
tified virtual disk 12 to the virtual disk manager 105, such as
step 304.

In step 406, a determination is made as to whether access to
the virtual disk 12 is allowed.

If access is not granted, then the next virtual disk 12 is
processed by repeating step 405 for the next virtual disk 12.

If, however, access to the virtual disk 12 is allowed, then, in
step 407, virtual disk shrinking unit 104 disconnects the cur-
rent virtual disk 12 if the virtual machine 11 using the virtual
disk 12 is in the active state. To disconnect the virtual disk 12,
the virtual machine 11 is powered off.

In step 408, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 analyzes the
virtual disk 12 to estimate the available disk space inside the
virtual disk 12 (estimate the available disk space parameter
USED_INTERNAL_SIZE as discussed further below in con-
nection with FIG. 5).

In step 409, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 estimates a
disk saving quantity based on the available disk space param-
eter USED_INTERNAL_SIZE estimated in step 408. The
disk saving quantity is computed as the difference between
the virtual disk size VD_SIZE and the available disk space
parameter USED_INTERNAL _SIZE.

In step 410, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 determines
if a predefined condition related to the disk saving quantity is
satisfied based on the shrinking constraints identified in step
401 and possibly additional information related to the current
virtual disk 12 that may be stored in repository 103 (such as
statistical data). The predefined condition may, for example,
comprise comparing whether the disk saving quantity is
greater than a threshold parameter, or checking whether there
is a considerable difference between the current virtual disk
usage with respect to the host occupancy.

Ifthe condition of step 410 is satisfied, then, in step 411, the
current virtual machine 11 is added to the target set of virtual
machines 11 and the current virtual disk 12 is marked as a
target virtual disk 12 requiring shrinking. If the condition of
step 410 is not satisfied, or after step 411, then, in step 412, a
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determination is made as to whether there are other virtual
disks 12 that have not yet been processed. If there are other
virtual disks 12 to be processed, then the next virtual disk 12
is processed by repeating step 405 for the next virtual disk 12.

If, however, all the virtual disks 12 of the virtual machine
11 have been processed, then, in step 413, a determination is
made as to whether there are other virtual machines 11 in the
target set of virtual machines 11 that have not been processed.
Ifthere are other virtual machines 11 in the target set of virtual
machines 11 that have not been processed, then the virtual
disk optimization unit 102 identifies the virtual disks 12 asso-
ciated with the next virtual machine 11 in the target set of
virtual machines 11 in step 404.

If, however, all the virtual machines 11 in the target set of
virtual machines 11 have been processed, then, in step 414,
for each virtual disk 12 marked in step 411, the virtual disk
shrinking unit 104 calculates the virtual disk size of the
shrunk virtual disk based on the estimated disk saving quan-
tity, and in step 415, the current virtual disk 12 is finally
replaced with the shrunk virtual disk in virtual computer
system 100, as in steps 309 and 310.

In step 416, the virtual disk 12 is reconnected to the virtual
machine 11 (the virtual machine is reactivated if it was pow-
ered off in step 407) and former access is restored. Similarly
to step 311, the shrinking unit 104 notifies the virtual disk
manager 105 that it has finished working on the virtual disk
12.

Method 400 may include other and/or additional steps that,
for clarity, are not depicted. Further, method 400 may be
executed in a different order presented and the order pre-
sented in the discussion of FIG. 4 is illustrative. Additionally,
certain steps in method 400 may be executed in a substantially
simultaneous manner or may be omitted.

FIG. 5 is aflowchart of a method 500 for analyzing a virtual
disk (steps 307 and 408) in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, in conjunction with FIGS. 1-2, in step
501, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 retrieves the size of the
physical file containing the virtual disk (VD_SIZE).

In step 502, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 mounts the
virtual disk 12 and then defrags the virtual disk 12 in step 503.

In step 504, the virtual disk shrinking unit 104 retrieves the
disk space available inside the virtual disk (USED_INTER-
NAL_SIZE) and then unmounts the virtual disk in step 505.

Method 500 may include other and/or additional steps that,
for clarity, are not depicted. Further, method 500 may be
executed in a different order presented and the order pre-
sented in the discussion of FIG. 5 is illustrative. Additionally,
certain steps in method 500 may be executed in a substantially
simultaneous manner or may be omitted.

The present invention accordingly provides remote moni-
toring usage of virtual machines in a virtual computer system,
such as a virtual data center, and optimization of virtual disk
images.

The present invention thereby allows optimization of vir-
tual storage in virtual computer systems (such as data centers)
by reducing the size of the physical file that contains a virtual
disk based on information related to the virtual machines
(such as their availability, usage, frequency of varying disk-
space conditions), and on user inputs, and/or configuration
parameters.

The system, computer program product and method
according to embodiments of the present invention make it
possible to detect, according to a given set of policies, if a
given virtual machine and its virtual storage, require a shrink-
ing process. In particular, only the virtual machines that fit
selected criteria (such as infrequent changes of virtual size of
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the disk, considerable delta between the current virtual disk
usage with respect to the host occupancy) may be selected to
go through the optimization process. The shrinking method
and process according to the embodiments of the present
invention do not generate a growing number of virtual
machines and virtual appliances, thereby optimizing energy
consumption. It further improves the speed of the host system
by optimizing the disk structure.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” ‘module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
and a computer readable signal medium are mutually exclu-
sive. A computer readable storage medium may be, for
example, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic,
infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, or device, or
any suitable combination of the foregoing. More specific
examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable
storage medium would include the following: an electrical
connection having one or more wires, a portable computer
diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a
read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or flash memory), a portable compact
disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage
device, a magnetic storage device, or any suitable combina-
tion of the foregoing. In the context of this document, a
computer readable storage medium may be any tangible
medium that can contain, or store a program for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the C programming language or
similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
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on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described above with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the present invention. It
will be understood that each block of the flowchart illustra-
tions and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be
implemented by computer program instructions. These com-
puter program instructions may be provided to a processor of
a general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to product a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tion/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the function/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

Although the method, system and computer program prod-
uct are described in connection with several embodiments, it
is not intended to be limited to the specific forms set forth
herein, but on the contrary, it is intended to cover such alter-
natives, modifications and equivalents, as can be reasonably
included within the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer program product embodied in a computer
readable storage medium for optimizing virtual storage size
in a virtual computer system comprising at least one virtual
machine, each of said at least one virtual machine being
allocated one or more virtual disks, the computer program
product comprising the programming instructions for:

determining a target set of virtual machines among said at

least one virtual machine comprised in said virtual com-
puter system based on information related to said at least
one virtual machine and on shrinking constraints;

for each virtual machine in said target set of virtual

machines, identifying each virtual disk allocated to said
virtual machine; and

for each virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine,

analyzing said virtual disk, estimating a virtual disk
saving quantity based on the virtual disk analysis, gen-
erating a resized virtual disk based on the estimated
virtual disk saving quantity, and replacing said virtual
disk with said resized virtual disk.
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2. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
programming instructions for determining said target set of
virtual machines comprises the following programming
instructions for each virtual machine in said virtual computer
system and for each virtual disk in said each virtual machine:

analyzing said virtual disk; and

adding said virtual machine to said target set of virtual

machines if a condition related to a state of at least one
virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine is satisfied.

3. The computer program product of claim 2 further com-
prising the programming instructions for:

marking said virtual disk satisfying said condition.

4. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
target set of virtual machines is identified by said shrinking
constraints.

5. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
programming instructions for determining the target set of
virtual machines comprises the following programming
instructions for each virtual machine in the virtual computer
system:

adding the virtual machine to the target set if a condition

related to a virtual machine state is satisfied.

6. The computer program product of claim 5, wherein said
condition comprises checking if a current virtual machine is
in an active state.

7. A computer program product embodied in a computer
readable storage medium for optimizing virtual storage size
in a virtual computer system comprising at least one virtual
machine, each of said at least one virtual machine being
allocated one or more virtual disks, the computer program
product comprising the programming instructions for:

determining a target set of virtual machines among said at

least one virtual machine comprised in said virtual com-
puter system based on information related to said at least
one virtual machine and on shrinking constraints;

for each virtual machine in said target set of virtual

machines, identifying each virtual disk allocated to said
virtual machine; and

for each virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine,

analyzing said virtual disk, estimating a virtual disk
saving quantity based on the virtual disk analysis, gen-
erating a resized virtual disk based on the estimated
virtual disk saving quantity, and replacing said virtual
disk with said resized virtual disk;

wherein the programming instructions for determining

said target set of virtual machines comprises the follow-

ing programming instructions for each virtual machine

in said virtual computer system and for each virtual disk

in said each virtual machine:

analyzing said virtual disk; and

adding said virtual machine to said target set of virtual
machines if a condition related to a state of atleast one
virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine is satis-
fied;

wherein said condition comprises at least one of the fol-

lowing: checking if the disk saving quantity for the vir-
tual disk is greater than a predefined threshold, checking
if a frequency of disk size variations is lower than a
predefined frequency threshold, checking whether the
difference between a current virtual disk usage with
respect to a host occupancy is greater than another pre-
defined threshold.

8. A system, comprising:

amemory unit for storing a computer program for optimiz-

ing virtual storage size in a virtual computer system
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comprising at least one virtual machine, each of said at
least one virtual machine being allocated one or more
virtual disks; and

a processor coupled to said memory unit, wherein said

processor, responsive to said computer program, com-

prises:

circuitry for determining a target set of virtual machines
among said at least one virtual machine comprised in
said virtual computer system based on information
related to said at least one virtual machine and on
shrinking constraints;

for each virtual machine in said target set of virtual
machines, circuitry for identifying each virtual disk
allocated to said virtual machine; and

for each virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine,
circuitry for analyzing said virtual disk, circuitry for
estimating a virtual disk saving quantity based on the
virtual disk analysis, circuitry for generating a resized
virtual disk based on the estimated virtual disk saving
quantity, and circuitry for replacing said virtual disk
with said resized virtual disk.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the circuitry for deter-
mining said target set of virtual machines comprises for each
virtual machine in said virtual computer system and for each
virtual disk in said each virtual machine:

circuitry for analyzing said virtual disk; and

circuitry for adding said virtual machine to said target set of

virtual machines if a condition related to a state of at
least one virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine is
satisfied.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein said processor further
comprises:

circuitry for marking said virtual disk satisfying said con-

dition.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the target set of virtual
machines is identified by said shrinking constraints.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the circuitry for deter-
mining the target set of virtual machines comprises:

for each virtual machine in the virtual computer system,

circuitry for adding the virtual machine to the target set
if a condition related to a virtual machine state is satis-
fied.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein said condition com-
prises checking if a current virtual machine is in an active
state.
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14. A system, comprising:
amemory unit for storing a computer program for optimiz-
ing virtual storage size in a virtual computer system
comprising at least one virtual machine, each of said at
least one virtual machine being allocated one or more
virtual disks; and

a processor coupled to said memory unit, wherein said
processor, responsive to said computer program, com-
prises:

circuitry for determining a target set of virtual machines
among said at least one virtual machine comprised in
said virtual computer system based on information
related to said at least one virtual machine and on
shrinking constraints;

for each virtual machine in said target set of virtual
machines, circuitry for identifying each virtual disk
allocated to said virtual machine; and

for each virtual disk allocated to said virtual machine,
circuitry for analyzing said virtual disk, circuitry for
estimating a virtual disk saving quantity based on the
virtual disk analysis, circuitry for generating a resized
virtual disk based on the estimated virtual disk saving
quantity, and circuitry for replacing said virtual disk
with said resized virtual disk;

wherein the circuitry for determining said target set of
virtual machines comprises for each virtual machine in
said virtual computer system and for each virtual disk in
said each virtual machine:

circuitry for analyzing said virtual disk; and
circuitry for adding said virtual machine to said target set
of virtual machines if a condition related to a state of

at least one virtual disk allocated to said virtual
machine is satisfied;

wherein said condition comprises at least one of the fol-
lowing: checking if the disk saving quantity for the vir-
tual disk is greater than a predefined threshold, checking
if a frequency of disk size variations is lower than a
predefined frequency threshold, checking whether the
difference between a current virtual disk usage with
respect to a host occupancy is greater than another pre-
defined threshold.
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